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Subcommittee on Secure Leave:

Report on Local Rules affecting the implementation of Rule 26 of the Rules of General
Practice

Rule 26 of {he North Carolina Rules of General Practice in Superior and District Courts
(hereinafter “Rule 26”) allows an attorney to designate periods of “secute leave” during which
“the Supetior and District courts may not hold a proceeding in any case in which that attorney is
an attorney of record.”

Though Rule 26 is applicable state-wide, many of the state’s judicial districts have adopted local
rules that affect the implementation of Rule 26. In the main, these local rules are procedural.
They mandate slight departures from Rule 26°s notice procedures, the use of local standard
forms, and the like.

There are, however, a few districts that have adopted local rules that augment the substance of
Rule 26. In District 20A, for example, in addition to traditional secure leave, the district court
division allows attorneys to designate protected leave for Continuing Legal Education. As hoted,
these substantive additions always augment, never detract. Rule 26 remains the floor in each of
Notth Carolina’s judicial districts.

What follows is a brief state-wide survey of {ocal rules that impact the implementation of Rule
26. The survey is organized numerically by superior couit district. Relevant local rules are
summarized, and reference is made to an appendix that contains the test of the rule, along with
(where applicable) local secure leave notice forms. Where no relevant local rule exists, the
absence is noted.

District 1 (Camden, Chowan, Currituek, Dare, Gates, Pasquotank, Perguimans)

The local rules for District 1 contain no proviston that specifically addresses sccure leave.

District 2 (Beaufort, Hyde, Martin, Tyrrell, Washington)

The local rules for District 2 contain no provision that specifically addresses secure leave.

District 3A (Pitf)

The local rules for District 3A contaia no provision that specifically addresses secure leave.




District 3B (Carteref, Craven, Pamlico)

The local rules for District 3B contain no provision that specifically addresses secure leave.

District 4 (Duplin, Jones, Onslow, Sampson)

The local yules for District 4 contain no provision that specifically addresses secure leave.

District 5 (New Hanover, Pender)

The local rules for District 5 contain no provision that specifically addresses secure leave,

District 6A (Halifax)

Domestic Court — Rule 26 is codified as the vacation policy of District 6A’s Domestic Court at
Rule 1.6 of the Local Rules for Family Court. Rule 1.6 supplements Rule 26’s notice
requirements by mandating that “a copy of any correspondence oF schedule indicating secured
jeave” be provided to the Family Court Administrator for District 6A.

See Appendix A — Rule 1.6 of District 6A’S Local Rules for Family Court

District 6B (Bertie, Heriford, Northampton)

The local rules for District 6B contain no provision that specifically addresses secure leave.

District 7 (Superior Court Districts TA. {Nash), 7B (portions of Tideecombe & Wilson), and
7C (the balance of Edgecombe and Wilson))

Though Nash, Tdgecombe, and Wilson counties account for three superior court districts, they
constitute a single district fox district coutt purposes. For that reason, and because Districts 7A,
7B, and 7C have adopted the same vacation policy, in the discussion that follows, 7A, 7B, and
1C are referred to collectively as “Distriet 1.7




District 7 has adopted Rule 26 as its vacation policy. As with most of the districts discussed
supra, District 7's vacation policy includes notice requirements tailored to the administrative
infrastructure of the district. An attorney must designate vacation by filing a letter listing their
leave period(s) with the Clerk of Superior Court. The attotney must thereafter provide a file-
stamped copy of their designation letter to the offices of the Senior Resident Superior Court
Judges for Districts 7A-7C, the Chief District Court Judge for District 7, and the District
Attoiney.

District 7's vacation policy authorizes the court to the 90-day notice period under extraordinaty
circumstances.

Appendix B - District 7 Vacation Policy

District 8A (Green, Lenoir)

District 8A has no local rule on point. It does, however, have a standard form that attorneys who
practice in the district must use to designate secule leave. An aftorney designating secute leave
s Instructed to file a copy of the notice with the Senior Resident, the Clerk of Superior Coutt,
and the District Attorney.

Appendix C - District 8A Notice of Secure Leave

District 8B (Wayne)

The local rules for District 8B contain no provision that specifically addresses secute leave.

District ¢ (Franklin, Granville, Pexson, Yance, Warren)

The local rules for District 9 contain no provision that specifically addresses secute leave.

District 10 (Wake)

Civil Superior Court - under Rule 16.0 of the Local Rules for Civil Superior Court, atiorneys
with cases pending in Wake County Civil Superior Court who wish to designate secin® leave
must submit their notice of designation to the Wake County Trial Court Administrator’s Office.
Upon receipt of an attorney’s notice of secure leave, the leave period is entered into a database




used by the TCA’s Office to track petiods of secure jeave.,! Rule 16,0 empowers the court to
waive the 90-day notice petiod under extraordinary circumnstances.

Civil District Court —Rule 15.0 of the Rules of Civil District Court addresses seoute leave il
much the same way as Rule 16.0 of the Rules of Civil Superior Court does.

Domestic Court —Rule 1.4(b) of District 10’s Family Court rules requires that domestic
practitioners file notice of secure leave with the Wake County Family Court Office.

Appendix D — District 10 Rules of Civil Supetior Court, Rule 16.0; Rules of Civil District
Court, Rule 15.0; Family Court Rules, Rule 1.4(b)

District 11A (Harnett, Lee}

District 11A has no local yule on point, though it does have a standard form notice of “secured”
Jeave for use in both supetior and district court. An attorney who wishes to designate secure
jeave must serve a copy of the notice on the Senior Residents, Chief Disttict Court Judges,
Clerks of Superior Court, and District Attorneys of Hatnett and Lee Counties.

See also: Appendix I - District 11A Secured Leave Notice

District 11B (Johnston)
See: District 11A

District 12 (Cumbexland) 7

Civil District Court - Rule 15 of the District Court Civil Case Management Plan requires
attorneys designating secure leave to submit their notice on local form CCLF-A-001 prepared
and distributed by the 12t District’s Trial Court Administrator’s Office. Per form CCLT-A-001:
for oivil cases in which an attorney has made an appearance of record, notice must be served
upon the TCA’s Office. For criminal cases, notice must be served upon the TCA’s Office and
the District Attorney’s Office. And for domestic and juvenile cases, notice must be served upon
the Family Court Director’s Office.

e ———

¥ Though there is no local rule governing seewrc [eave in criminal superior court, your author knows from personal
experience that the administrative assistant who schedules trials in criminal supetior court includes periods of secure
leave properly noticed by members of the defense bar on het master calendar, and that such leave periods are taken
into account by the Wake County District Attomey’s office when setting cases for trial in supetior court.




Rule 15 also contains a provision authorizing the court to waive the 90-day notice petiod under
extraordinary circumstances.

Appendix F - District Court Civil Case Management Plan; Lo cal Secure Leave Form CCLF-A-
001

District 13A (Bladen, Columbus)

The local rules for District 13A contain no provision that specifically addresses SeCUIC leave.

District 13B (Brunswick)

The local rules for District 13B contain no provision that specifically addresses seCUI® leave.

District 14 (Durham)

District Court - Rule 117 of the District Court Division Rules codifies Rule 26 as the district
court division’s vacation policy and directs attorneys to the General Rules of Practice

Domestic Court — under Rule 1.11 of District 14’s Domestic Coutt Rules, domestic practitioners
in District 14 must file notice of secure leave with the District’s Family Court Office. The
Family Court Office enters al} propetly filed notices of secure leave on the Family Court master
calendar and, in theory, makes suve that matters for which an attorney has made an appearance of
record ate not scheduled during the attorney’s designated secure leave period.

Appendix G - District Court Division Rules, Rute 1.17; District Domestic Court Rules, 1.11

Distriet 15A (Alamance)

The local rutes for District 15A contain no provision that specifically addresses secure leave.




District 158 (Chatham, Orange)

Civil Superior Court - Rule 25 of District 15B’S Rules for Civil Superior Court adopts Rule 26
as the district’s vacation policy. Under Rule 25, attorneys must file notice of secure leave with
the Clerks of Superior Court in Orange and Chatham Counties. Attorneys must also file notice
with the Senior Resident Superior and Chief District Court Judges.

Criminal Superior Court— Rule 18 of District 15B’s Local Rules for Criminal Superior Court
essentially mitrors Rule 95 of the District’s Rules for Civil Superior Court. In addition to
serving the entities referenced in the Civil Rules, Rule 18 requires that criminal practitioners
serve notice of secure leave upon the Disfrict Attorney.

Appendix H - Rules for Civil Superior Coutt, Rule 25; Local Rules for Criminal Supetior Court,
Rule 18

District 164 (Anson. Richmond, Scotland)

The local rules for District 16A contain no provision that specifically addresses secure leave.

District 161 (Robeson}

Civil Superior Couri - Rule 32 of the Local Rules of Civil Procedure provides that secure leave
periods for attorneys practicing in District 168 shall be governed by Rule 26. Additionally,
under Rule 32, the court is authorized to waive the 90-diay notice period in extraordinary
circumstances.

Appendix I - Local Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 32

District 17A ( Caswell, Ro ckingham)

The local rules for District 17A contain no provision that specifically addresses secure leave.

Distriet 178 (Stokes, Surry)

The local rules for District 17B contain no provision that specifically addresses secure leave.




District 18 {Guilford)

The local rutes for District {7B contain no provision that specifically addresses secute leave.

District 19A (Cabaxyus)

Civil Superior Court - Rule 12.7 of the Case Management Plan for Civil Superior Court Cases
directs attorneys to submit notice of secute leave 1o the Clerk of Superior Coutt. Notices filed
with the Clerk are forwarded by the Clerk to District 19A’s Trial Cout Cootdinator.

As with several other districts, District 19A has its own secure leave form.

Appendix J - Case Management Plan for Civil Supetior Court Cases, Rule 12.7; Secure Leave
Form

District 19B {Randelph)

The local rules for District 17B contain no provision that specifically addresses secure leave.

District 19C (Rowan)

District Court - Rule 11.5 of the Local Rules for District Court requires that attorneys file notice
of secure leave with the office of the Chief Disttict Court Judge 90 days in advance of the leave
period.

Appendix K- Local Rules for District Court, Rule 11.5

District 19D (Hoke, Mooyre)

Civil Superior Courf - Rule 1,11 of the Court Rules and Case Management Plan for Civil
Superior Court adopts Rule 26 as the superior court division’s vacation policy.

Appendix L - Court Rules and Case Management Plan for Civil Superior Court, Rule 1,11




District 20A (Montgomery, Stanly)

Civil Superior Court - Rule 20 of the Case Management Plan for Superior Civil Cases adopts
Rule 26 as the vacation policy for District 20A.

District Court — In addition to secure {eave, attorneys practicing in District 20A°s district courts
are allowed to designate time away from coutt for Continuing Legal Education. The court has its
own secure leave form practitioners must file with the appropriate courl entity,

Appendix M - Case Management Plan for Superior Civil Cases, Rule 20; Notice of Secure
Teave/CLE form.

District 20B (Union)

Civil Superior Court Rule 19 of the Case Management Plan for Superior Civil Cases adopts
Rule 26 as the vacation policy for District 20B.

Appendix N - Case Management Plan for Superior Civil Cases, Rule 19

District 21 (Fors th

The local rules for District 91 contain no provision that specifically addresses secute leave.

District 22A (Alexander, Tredell}

Civil Superior Court - Under Rule 20 of the Local Rules of Practice for Civil Superior Court
Cases, attorneys are required to file notice of secure leave with the Trial Conrt Coordinator and
the District Attorney. The Trial Court Coordinator maintains a record of when notices of secure
jeave are received and of the periods of leave secured. Additionally, Rule 20 authorized the
court to waive the 90-day notice period undex extraotdinary circumstances.

Appendix O - Y.ocal Rules of Practice for Civil Superior Court Cases, Rule 20

District 22B (Davidson, Davie)}

The local rules for District 91 contain no provision that specifically addresses secure leave.




District 23 (Alleghany, Ashe, Wilkes)

The local rules for District 23 contain no provision that specifically addresses secure leave,

Distvict 24 (Avery, Madison, Mitchell, Watauga, Yancey)

The local rules for District 24 contain no provision that specifically addresses secure leave.

District 254 (Burke, Caldwell)

The local rules for District 25A contain no provision that specifically addresses sceure leave.

District 258 (Catawba)

The Iocal rules for District 25B contain no provision that specifically addresses secure leave.

District 26 (Mecklenburg}

Civil District Court — Rule 23 of the General Civil Rules for District Court requires that
attorneys submit notice of secure leave on a standardized form to the Case flow Management
Division of the Trial Court Administrator’s office. Once received by the Case-flow
Management Division, notices are stamped “Received” and the leave period is entered into &
database maintained by the Trial Court Administrator’s office.

Rule 23 is very specific about the “when” of submission of notice of secure leave, An attorney
must submit notice of secure leave “no sooner of no jater than” 90 days before the designated
leave period begins.

Additionally, Rule 23 contains a provision which suggests that the court should make every
effort to accominodate attomeys in their observance of religious holidays.

District 26’s district court maintains its own local secure leave form.

Appendix P - Civil District Court Rules, Rule 23; Local Form CCF27




District 27A (Gaston}

The local rules for District 27A contain no provision that specifically addresses secure leave.

District 27B (Cleveland, Lincoln)

The local rules for Distsict 278 contain no provision that specifically addresses secure leave.

Pistrict 28 (Buncombe)

Domestic Court - Rule 3.2 of the District Family Court Domestic Rules adopts Rule 26 as the
vacation policy in the district’s Family Coutt.

Appendix Q - District Family Court Domestic Rules, Rule 3.2

District 20A (MeDowell, Rutherford)

The local rules for District 29A contain no provision that specifically addresses secute leave.

District 298 (Henderson, Polk, Transylvania)

Rule 1.4 of the local Rules of Civil Procedure adopts Rule 26 as the vacation policy of District
29B. Tn a novel turn not found in any other district, Rule 1.4 extends the provisions of Rule 26
to pro se litigants.

Additionally, noting that under the Jocal rules, cases are frequently calendared for trial as much
as a year in advance, attorneys are advised to notify the Trial Court Coordinator if a trial date
conflicts with a potential leave period “so reasonable accommodations can be made.”

Appendix R - Local Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 1.4




District 30A (Cherokee, Clay, Graham, Macon, Swain)

The local rules for District 30A contain no provision that specifically addresses secure leave.

District 30B (Haywood, Jackson)

Civil Superior Court - Rule 28 of the Local Rules for Civil Superior Court codifies Rule 26 the
vacation policy for District 30B. Attorneys are directed to submit notice of secure leave to the
Senior Resident Superior Court Judge and Chief District Cowtt Judge in each county in which
they practice.

Appendix 8 - Local Rules for Civil Superior Court, Rule 28
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SECTION |
RULES OF DOMESTIC COURT

RULE 1: GENERAL RULES

14

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

purpose. The purpose of these rules is to provide for the fair, just, and timefy
resolution of family domestic matters in the District Court Diviston of the 6A
Judiclal District, Halifax County, in compliance with Rule 40(a), Norih Caralina
Rules of Civil Procedure, and Rule 2(a), General Rules of Practice for Superior
and District Courts. '

Application. It s recognized that these rules are not complete in every detail
and will not cover every situation that may arise. in the event that these rules fail
to address a specific matter, they should be construed in such a manner as to
avold technical or unnecessary delay and to promote the ends of justice. The
Family Court Staff are authorized to act in their discretion subject to cansultation
with the Chief District Gourt Judge or Family Court Administrator.

Forms. Except as specified herein, where forms are specified to be used by
these rules, counsel or pro s€ pariies may use sither the forms provided or a

form of their own which substantially corresponds to the specified court form.

Cltation. These rules and all amendments hereatter shail be filed with the Clerk
of Superior Gourt in the 6A Judlcial District and may be cited accordingly as
Family Court Domestic Rules 6A Judictal District (6AFCDR).

Availability of Rules. The Office of the Chief District Court Judge shall
distribute a copy of these rules and any subsequent amendments to each
member of the Bar of the A Judicial District. The Family Court Administrator
shall maintain (1) a paper supply of rules and assoclated forms to be furnished to
attorneys and the public upen request or (2) provide the web address for
obtalning such rules and forms.

Vacation Policy. The vacation policy.of the BA Judicial District Family Court for
membets of the Bar shall be the same policy &s established by Rule 26 of the
General Rules of Practice for the Superior and District Courts adapted by the

N.C. Supreme Courton May 6, 1999. A copy of any correspondence or schedule

indicating secured leave should be provided to the Family Court Administrator,
This policy was adopted in recognition of the need for time away from the
demands of professlonal responsibilities to Improve the overall professional
performance of the bar as well as the quality of life of members of the profession
and thelr families and the policy was adopted for that purpose.

Hallfax County Family Court Domestic Rules, Rev, 7/31/08 7
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District 7 (7A, 7B, & 70C)
District 7 Vacation Policy




7™ JUDICIAL DISTRICT VACATION POLICY

The following policy shall apply in the 7% Judicial District.

1. An saitorney may designate three weeks each calendar yoar a8 vacation durlng which
that attorney will not be required to appear bafore tribunals of the 7™ Judicial District.

5. Ifthe attotney designates such times, either consecutively or at intervals, 90 days or
more in advance of such vacation, and no triaf or other matter has already been set by a Presiding
Judge, the attorney will be assured of having the vacation period.

3. Anattorney has an obligation to be ready for the trial of any criminal district cout
case preceding the designated vacation period if the case will exceed the six month matk under
the District Court Continuance Policy during the designated vacation

4, Anatiorney may designate vacation by filing a letter listing guch weeks In the
offices of the Clerk of Supetior Court of the 7 District and providing & file-stamped copy to the
offices of the Semior Resident Judges, District Attorney, and Chief District Court Judge. A
ngifed" copy shall be retained by the attorney and provided to judges and opposing counsel as
needed. '

5. The policy and procedures desoribed herein are not exclusive. In extraordinaty
circumstances, time limitations may be walved by the court and attorneys may make other
requests to be excused from appearing before a tribunal for personal and other reasons.

This policy is adopted in recognition of the need for time away from the demands of -
professional responsibilities and to Imptove the overall professional performance of the bar a3
well as the quality of life of members of the profession and their families.

Adopted this 14" day of September, 1998,

Quentin T, Sumner
Senior Resident Superior Court Judge
Supetior Coutt District 7A.

Frank Brown
Senior Resident Supetior Court Judge
Superior Court TBIC

Albert S. Thomas
Chief District Court Judge
7% Judicial District

pmmm————et L
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District 8A
Notice of Secute Leave Form
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
COUNTY OF SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
FILE NO.:

Attorney: - State Bar No.: . N OTI G E OF
Address: S E CU RE LEAVE

] .
(Superior Court District 84 - Greene & Lenoir Counties)
Hula 26— Gengtal Rules aof Practlca for the Superior and Distelct Courts;
Rule 33A — Narth Caraiing Rutas of Appeliste Procedure

Telephone No.!

Secure Leave shall consist of one or more calendared wesks, but in any event shall not consist of more than
three (3) calendared weeks during any calendar year.

STATEMENT OF ATTORNEY

| hereby certify that the secure laave perlod designated helow Is not being designatad for the purpase of delaying,
hindering or interfering with the timely disposition of any matter in any pending action or proceading.

| further certify that ho actlon ot proceeding In which 1 have entered an appearance has been scheduled, perem ptorlly-
set or noticad for trial, hearing, deposition or other proceeding during the designated secure leave perlod.

DESIGNATED SECURE DATES
Ending Date:

Indicate any previously destgnated Secure Leave periods during ¢he calendar year that have previously been
designated pursuant to Rule 26 of the General Rules of Practice and Rule 234 of the Rules of Appellate Procedure.

7?egfnning Data: Ending Date:

S—

This Notice of Secure Leave must be filed not lgter than ninety (90) davs before the beginning of the secure leave
period and before any trial, hearing, deposition ar other regularly scheduled matter is peremptorily set or notfced fora
time during the designated leave period.

bate! Attorney Signature:

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:

'his Notice of Secure Leave must be fited in each of the following offices if the attorney has entered an
appearance of record In any case in either Greene and/or Lenoir Counties!

D Senior Resident Suparior Court Judge (fox 252-520-5421 or email to amy.c.scutt@nccourts.org)
D Clerk of Superior Court

D District Attorney (for criminal cases)

notice on the official calendaring the matter and the parties of record to the matter. This notice shall
contain the following: (1) copy of this form, (2) case name and number; and (3) certificate of service.

NOTICE TO ATTORNEY: Should any matter be set during your Secure Leave period, you are required to serve

£-A Natice of Secure Leave 6/13/2017




APPENDIX D:

AL LNt =

District 10
Iocal Rules of Civil Superior Court, Rule 16;
Rules of Civil District Court, Rule 15;
Family Court Rules, Rule 1.4(b)




15.3

154

16.0

16.1

163

i6d

gotioris and nctions; in which a party is geeking the lssuance of a0 extraordinary: wilt.
Requests fo dispense with rediation. ard generally disfavored and may only be grated
by the Sentor Resident-Superiot Court J udge.

Mediat‘mn])mdlines-anﬂ Extengions  The deadiine for the mediated seitlement
confarence will appear in o Ciase Managemont Order and will normally be 60 days
prlor to. the-trial. date, Short extensions of the deadline may be dliowed o fong as the
trial date Js viot affected. The parties may submlt a proposed stipulated ider jn lisuofs
pietion ta eontinue: {of condderation by the Senior Residenit Supssior Court Judgs to
extend the mediation deadline, Parties may use Local Form 4 foe thla purposs.

Desination. of Mediator: Parties ure encouraged 10 timely select & mediator fott thelr
chst, The Designation of Mediator forn shall. be filed wiih the Clerk of Superlor Court
and & copy sent.to the Tulal Conet Administrator's office. Partfes.are encouraged 1o
consider (ne avaflability and <chedule of the mediator during the selection process.
Sehedulifig conflicts conceming the. medinted settlement conference will not gerve-as a
basis o continue trial. If the parties v uriable. o agres upon the selestion of a mediatdn
tha Trial Cour} Administratal will designate’a mediator from the. list of cowrt approved-
roedigtors,  This designation will appear ju_the ‘Case Management Order, Once 2
mediator’ has-l’aee'n.appoi'nted, motions to substitute will only tie allowed if'the destgnated.
mnediator has a gonflict, is ptherwise unable to mediate the case or for good gause shown.

Substitations must be authorized by the Senlor Resident Superdor CJourt Judge.
DESIGNATION OF SECURE LEAVE
Pursuant fo Rule 26 of the Géeneral Rules of Praotiue for the Sypeitor and District Courls,

attorisyl may {Hesignate pertods of Secure 1eave, Attorneys appeariig in casey pending
before the wivil Supstior Congt of Wake Cotinty iust Svbinit thetr Naties of Jecure

Teavetothe Tylal Court Administrator.

162 Notide of Secure Teave shall be.sent ta tbe follqwing addiess

Triat CaurtAﬁmi‘rﬂs,txator’s Office
Post Office Box 1916

Ralelgh, Nerth Carolina 27602
ATTMN: SECURE LEAVE

Secure leave: designations afe not fiied in the court files arid should vot gontain a gasg

nuinber, The Trial Couirt Administeatot \will eriter the informationt into a database used to
track petiods of Seoure Leave:

circumstances. the time ¥raitations fat potifieation of designated weeks yay-be waived by

The poliey and procedures desciibed hereln are not exclusive. In extraordinaty

fne court when. attorneys fiave been faced with partigular of anuistial sitdations.
Fuitheimore, aftorneys shall be. ablo to mike other requests to be excuséd from pppeating
wefiore the cowrt for personial and profeusional xeasons.

12
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RULE 14. SERVICE OF NOTICE

14.1 Notice to or by the Trial Court Administrator shall be accomplished by one of the following

methods:

A U.8. Mail;

b. Facsimile;

c Hand Delivery;

d. Courthouse attorney mailbox.

{42 Providing Notice o the Clerk of Superior Couxt does not constitute pmvidingﬂotiee to the
Trial Court Administrator.

143  Service shallbe defined as service to all attorneys of record as well as nnrepresented parties
proceeding pro se.

RULE 15. SECURED LEAVE

151 When submitting a Secur¢ Leave for General Civil Coutt cases, the Secure Leave shall be_

submitted on local form CCLE-A-001 as prepared and distributed by the Trial Court
Administrator’s Office. This form can be found at:
hitp://swww.necourts ot CourtsICRS/Policiestoca]Rules/Defauit.as

The form shall be sent to the following address:

Cumberland County Courthouse
Attention: Trial Court Admindstrator
PO Box 363
Fayetteville, NC 28302

All other elements o Rule 26 of the General Rules of Practice for the Supetior and District

Coutts Supplemental to the Rules of Civil Procedure shall be followed by the submitting

party.

RULE 16. SERVICEMEMBERS CIVIL RELIEF ACT

16.1  All applicable provisions of 50 U.S.C. Ch. 50 §§ 39014043 must be complied with in all
cases filed in Civil District Court, Failing to comply with these provisions may lead to
unnecessaty delay.

162  An Affidavit of Military Service shall be filed before any party asks the Court for any type
of relief from the Couttl Tocal Forim CCLP-A-002 can be found abi
hitp:/www.neeoutts.of Cou1'ts!CRS/Poiiciesf[,ocaiRulestocumentsfi925. df

District 12
Civil Distiict Cage Management Plan Page 12 of 15
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA Fita Ho.

County Ta The General Court Of Tustice
[} District ] Superior Court Division

e ——

Atdorney Siata Bar WMo,

Address

SECURED LEAVE NOTICE

Teleghone nunber

STATEMENE OF ATTORNEY [Ses

I hereby certify that the seoured leave perlod designated below Is not being designated for the putpose of delaying,,
hindering or interfering with the timely disposition of any matter in any pending action ot proceeding,

[ further cextify that no action ot proceeding in which I have entered an appearance 1ras been scheduled peremptorily or
woticed for trial, hearing, deposition ar other proceeding during the designated leave petiod.

ity §eava within 24 weeks of Firth or adopilon

fndicate any previously designed Seoured Leave periods during the current calendar yeat that have previously been
designated pursuant to Rule 26 of the General Rules of Practlce for the Superior and District Courts.
Weekl Frevians Bof Fanly Leave Perlods

This Secured Leave no
period and before any frial, hearing, deposition ot ather regularly scheduled maltier, pereritplorily sel or i

e during the designated leave period,

The attorney of record musi serve G copy of this form {o District Attorney (if eriminal), Chief District Conrt Judge (if in
DC), Senior Resldent Superior Courf Judge (if in $C), and Clerk of Superior Court.
= =& CERIIFICATE OF SERVICE

”"mé:l'q‘

his i
FAXING a copy to thelr business office:

{1 Senior Resident Superior Court Judge (Johnston) D 1 1 Seoured] eave@ncoouris,ord .
] Senior Resident Superior Court Tudge (Hamett and Lee) D1 1.8ecured] gave(@nccouds Olg
[] Chief District Court Tudge D11 SecuredLeave@necoutsOrg
[] District Attomney {Johnston) Johnston.DA@nccourts.ore
District Attorney (Hameit and Lea)
Clerk of Superfor Court (Johnston)
[7] Clexk of Superlor Court (Hatnelt)
[] Clerk of Supetior Court (Lee)

Date

I Sigaafuré

aiter be set during your Secured Leave Perled, you are requived lo serve notice ont the

QTICE TO ATTORNEY: Should any /
les of Prectice for the Supertar and District Courls and the pariles of record in the

fification pust be cerved o later thay ninety (90) days before the hegitining of the secured leave '
watlced for @

s to certify tha the undcrsignd has this date served this Notice upon the Tollowing persons by EMAI R

N
officlal specified in Rufe 26(2) of the Ceneral Ru
malter. This notice shall contain the oilowing: (1) g copy & this form, (2) case nante and number and {3 certificate of service, :




APPENDIX F:

District 12

District Court Civil Case Management Plan, Rule 15;

T.ocal Form CCLF-A-001

e — T -




be filed and scheduled for hearing In accordance with Rule 3.2 herein so that the
motion is heard at least two (2) wesks priof t0 the scheduled arbltration hearing date.

145 Informal Stay of Case. Once an atbitratlon award has baeen entered, the
District Court judge shall not conduct any hearings in the case and the Trial Court
Administrator shall not schedule any hearings in a case unless a demand for titat de
novo ls timely flled.

14.6 Inactive Orders. Before the Court wiit consider a motion sesking Inactive Order -

in a case that has been solected for arbitration, the plalntiff must file a motion sesking
10 have the case placed on inactive status, and the parties must agree to waive
arbitration in the event the case is returnad to active status.

15.0 DESIGNATION OF SECURE LEAVE

5.1 Generally, Pursuanito Rule 26 of the General Rules of Practice, atiorneys may
from time to time designate and enjoy one or More secure leave periods each year as
provided herein. The folfowing procedure supplements the requirement of Aule 26 of
ihe General Rules of Practice for attorneys appearing In cases pending befors the clvil
District Coutt of Wake County.

15.2 Submission of Notice. The Notice of Secure t eave that Is required to be

submitted to the Court pursuant t© Rule 26 must be submitted to the Trial Court
Administrator at the following address or may be submitted via facsimile at the
followlng telephane number.

Trial Court Administrator's Office
Post Office Box 1916

Ralelgh, North Carolina 27602
ATTN: SECURE LEAVE

(919) 792-4951 (facsimile)
ATTN: SECURE LEAVE

15.3 Nao Filing with the Clerk. Secure leave designatlons are not filed I the court
files and should not contaln & case number.

15.4 Extraordinary Clrcumstances. The policy and procedures described herein
are not exclusive. In extraordinary clreumstances the time limitations for notification of
designated weeks may he waived by the court when attomeys have been faced with
particular o urusual situations. Furthermore, attormeys shall be able to make other
requests to be axcused from appearing pefore the court for personal and professional

reasons.

17
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA TN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND '

Atlomey Name
Address

SECURE LEAVE FORM
Telephone Number
‘Fiate Bar Number Rule 26: Rule 334 Rules of Appeliate Procedure
Notice: Secura Leave shall consist of one or nore calendared weeks, but in any event <hall not consist of more than
three (3) calendared weeks during any calendar year.

Statement of Atforne

I hexeby cetify that the secure leave perlod designated below is not being designated for the purpose of delaying, :
hindering or interfeting with the timely disposition of any matter it any pending action or proceeding.

1 further certify thatno action or proceeding in which [ have entered an appearanca has been scheduled, peremptotily
set or noticed for trial, hearing, deposition ot other proceeding during the designated leave period,

Designaied Secure Leave Daies
s you ate noticing as Secured Leave Dates
Beginning Date Unﬁl Friday

Indicate the date
Monday

Ending Dato

! Prior Secure Leave Dates I

Indicate any previousty designated Sccure Leave periods duting the current calenday year that have previously been
designated pursuant to Rule 26 and Rule 33A of the Rules of Appellate Procedure:

Beginning Date Ending Date

This secure leave Notification st be filed not later than thirty (30} days before the beginning of the secured leave
period and before any trial, hearing deposition of other matter has been regularly scheduled, peremptorily set or
notlced for a time during the designated secure leave period.

This form is required to be filed in each of the following offices it the attorney hag entered G appearance of record as follows:

{please check the office file

) District Attormey [Criminal cases] [ Trial Cowt Administrator {Criminal/Civil cases]

[ Clerk of Superior Court [Special Proceeding/Bstate Cases] [ Fantily Court Directot [Domestic/favenile ¢ases o7

I ——— e

NOTICE TO ATTORNEY: Should any matter be set during your Secure Leave Period, you should immediately

contact the official who calendared the maiter and all other patties of cecord. You ave required to setve motice to the
official calendaring the mattex, and the partics of record to the matter. This Notice shall contain the following: (1) A
copy of this form; (2) The case number and name of case set; and (3) A certificate of service.

CCLS-A-061
Rev, 5/18
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name designated as counsel of record, Attorneys who imale their initial appearance ina
case in court will have 0 £ill out the form listed above.

1.15 No attorney who has entered an appearance in any civil action shall withdeaw their
appearance, ot have It stricken from the record, except by order of the court, after proper
notice to all parties, in accordance with Rule 16 of the General Rules of Practice for
Superior and District Couts, Orders allowing counsel fo withdraw front any civil action
sust contain a mailing address for the litigant whose attomey is requesting to withdraw.
A copy of this ordet allowing withdrawal of counsel must be provided to the District
Cout Coordinator by the courtroom cletk or the olerk shail enter such address on the
minutes.

1.16 Attorneys and pro-s¢ litigants may use aither the local forms provided ot a form of theit

own, except whers specific AQC forms are required. Proper use of all forms (inchuding

omissions or incorvect information) is the responsibility of the party submitting the form.
Dutharn County local forms can be found online, along with AOC forms, at
weaw.hocourts.org, Local forms are also available through the District Court
Coordinator’s office, and on a fimited basis in the Civil Filings office of the Clerk of
Superior Court, All information provided to the Court and to be filed with the Cletk of
Superior Court shall comply with the Identity Theft Protection Act of 2005,

1,17 The attorney vacation policy of the 14" Judicial District Coutt shall be govemed by
Rule 26, Secured Leave Periods for Attorneys, of the General Rules of Practice for the
Superior and District Courts N.C.G.8 §7A-34.

1.18 All applicable provisions of the ervice Members Civil Retief Act 50 U.S.C. Ch, 50 §%

© 3901-4043 must be complied with when filing ALL casgs in Civil District Coutt. This

includes filing the Service members Civil Relief Act Affidavit (AOC form AOC-G-250).
Failure to comply with these provisiots may lead to unnecessary delay.




17  Responsibilities of Attorneys and Seli-Represented Parties, Attorneys and l
self-represented parties must keep the Family Coutt staff inf ormed at all times of any
changes in their matling addresses, email addresses, telephone nurmbers, and fax
aumbers. Failure to inform the Family Court office of a new address and telephone
number will not be grotnds to continte the case if notices are not received. Attorneys
1nust subscribe to receive the domestic calendar directly via email through the
aubscription available at accourts.org, The Family Couxt staff shall post the calendar on
the website, and send emails with the calendaz.

18  Yorms. Where formsare specified to be used, counsel and parties shall use either
the specified forms ora form that substantially corresponds witha specified court form.
Forms can be found on the nccoutts.org webstte under the “Local Rules” heading at
http:/ [ www.necourts.org/ Courts/ CRS/Policies/ LocalRules/Default.asp.

19  Amendments. These Rules and all amendments hereafter ghall be filed with the
Clerk of Superior Court in the 14¢h Judicial District and may be cited accordingly as
Family Court Domestic Rules, 14th Judicial District (14F CDR). These Rules stip grsede
and replace all previous local rules controfling actions in Domestic Court, The effective
date of these Rules 1s set forth on the last page of these rules and apply for all existing
and newly filed cases, as reasonably appropriate.

110 Location of Rules. The Rules and the forms clted are available for downloading
from the North Carolina Admipistrative Office of the Courts website at htip:
www.necourts.org/ Courts/ CRS/ Policies/Local Rules. The Family Court staft will
maintain a copy of these Rules, which will be furnished to any attorney ot the public
upon request.

{11 Secured Leave. The vacation policy of the 14th Judicial District Family Court
shall be governed by Rule n6; “Secure Leave Periods for Attorneys” of the General
Rules of Practice for the Superior and District Courts N.C.G.5. g7A-34. Notices of
secured leave must be filed with the local clerk’s office and brought to the Family Court
office no less than ninety (90) days before the requested dates and shall not include any
dates where a hearing or deposition has already been scheduled. The Family Court
office shall enter all properly filed notices of leave on the Family Cotirt Calendar and
shall not schedule a matter during an attorney’s leave time,

RULE2  TIME STANDARDS FOR FAMILY COURT CASES

21  The North Carolina Family Court Advisory Commnittee has established a case
managemert plan to ald in the just, faiy, and timely resolution of cases filed, Unless
otherwise specified, “days” are calendar days. In the event there ig an inordinate time
to perfect service of process, the time frames may be extended, The judge may also

3jPage
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Rule2. Weapons in Court

e e

23,1 Pursuant to N.C.G.8. Sec. 14-41 5.11(c ), and 14-269.4, no one except 2 Law
Enforcement Oficer who is on duty may possess firearms ot other weapons in any Courthouse.

Rule 24. Sanctions

24,1 Should counsel ot a pro se litigant fail to comply in good faith with any provision
of these Local Rules, ot the General Rules of Practice for the Superior and Distvict Courts, the
Coutt may, in its diseretion, impose approptiate sanctions. Sanctions may include those listed
previously, but are not Limited to those alone,

Rule 25. Vacation Poliey

25.1 Each attomney is entitled to designate three weeks durxing each calendar year as
«yacation” during which fime no matter requiting that attomey’s appearance shall be calendared
for hearing in any coutt in this District and the aftomey <hall not otherwise be required to appear
before any fribunal of this Distyict. The weeks designated may be consecutive.

559 Vacation period shall be designated 90 days ot mote In advance, Attormeys shall
1ot be entiiled to designate & period subsequent to a trial or other matter having already been set
by a Court.

25.3 Designation shall be made by the attomey filing a leiter in the oftices of the Clerks
of Superior Court of Orange and Chatham Counties as applicable. The offices of the Clexks of
Supetior Court for Judicial District 15B shall maintain & file containing letters from attorneys
regarding yacation status, In addition, attorneys shall file a copy with the offices of the Senior
Resident Superior Coutt Judge and the Chief District Court Tudge if they practice in the
respective division and depending upon “diyision” pendency of the case(s) referenced in the
letter, Any pending oivil case should be referenced, Also, any aftomey practicing in the
criminal courts should give a copy to the District Attorney. The attorneys shall refain a copy of
the letter matked filed which may be prov ided to the judges and opposing counsel as needed.

25.4 This policy is not exclusive., For extraordinary clroumstances, the court may
designate other or additional weeks of yacation when an attorney is faced with a particulat or
unusual situation o for other reasons as has been the custom in this District.

Rule 26, Mailing Address

26,1 Requests fot the setting of motions for hearing, cases for trial, and Inquiries
concerning theses pules shall be addressed as follows:

Trial Court Coordinator

s.15B.17
Rev. 10/98




Rule 17,

171

Rute 18.

8.1

182

18.3

18.4

Page 140 16

Weapons in Court

Mo Weapons: Bxceptas provided in N.C.G.S. Sec. 14-415.1 1(c), and 14-269.4, no
one except a Law Enforcement Officer who is on duty may possess firearms or
other weapons in any Courthouse.

Secure Leave Policy

Designation of Secute Leaye: Each attorney is entitled to designate three weeks
during each calendar year as secute leave ducing which time 1o matter requiring
that attorney’s appearance shall be calendared for hearing in any court in this
District and the attorney shall not otherwise be required to appear bufore any
tribunal of this District. The weeks designated may be consecutive.

Time to Designate: A secured leave period shall be designated 90 days or more in
advance, Attorneys shall niot be entitled to designate a period subsequent to a trial

or other matter having already been set by a Court,

Method of Designation: Designation shall be made by the attorney filing a letter in
the offices of the Clerks of Superior Court of Orange and Chatham Countles as
applicable. The offices of the Clerks of Supetior Court for Judicial District 15B
shall maintain a file containing letters from attorneys vegarding yacation status. In
addition, attorneys shall file a copy with the offices of the Resident Superior Court
Judges and the Chief District Court Judge if they practice it the respective division
and depending upon wdiyision” pendency of the case(s) veferanced in the letter,
Any pending criminal case shoutd be referenced. Also, the attorney shall give a
copy to the District Attorney. The attorneys shall retain a copy of the letter marked
filed which may be provided to the judges and opposing counsel as needed, Any

attorney practicing in the civil courts shatl comply with 15B Local Ciyil Rule 25.

This policy is not exclusive; Fox extraordinary circumstances, the Court may
designate othet-or additional weeks of vacation when an atfotney s faced with a
particular of unusual sitvation or for other reasons as has been the custom in this
District.

Disirict 158 Loeal Criminal Redes
Effective fuly 1, 2008
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135

¢) Statements to Media. An aftorney should demonstrate respect for the legal system.
and for those who serve it, including judges, other attorneys, and public officials. When speaking
to the media counsel should be ever mindful of the Rules of Professional Conduct, in patticulat
Rules 3.6 and 8.2(8).

d) Rulings of the Court, Counsel should yield gracefully to rulings of the coutt and
avoid detrimental rerarks both in court and out. Counsel should at alf times promote

vaspect for the court. Rule 12, Rules of Practice; Rule 0.1 and Rule 8.2(z), Rules of Professional
Conduct.

Rule 32, Secure Leave Periods for Attorneys.

a) Rules of Practice, Secure leave pexiods for attorneys, including vacations, shall be
governed by Rule 26 of the Rules of Practice,

b) Unusualor Extraordinary Cireumstances. The policy and procedures described
in the Rules of Practice are not exclusive, In unusual or extraordinary ciroumstances, the ime
limitations for notification of designated weeks may be waived by the court, Altorneys shall also
be able to make other requests to be excused from appeating before 2 pibunal for personal and
other reasons. If the case has already been calendared for trial of motion, then the attomey,
shoutd move for a continuance pursuant 10 applicable ules ot policies.

Rule 33. Medico-Legal Guidelings of North Carolina,

a) Policy, The civil justice system operates moKe efficiently when the relationship
between attomeys and physicians is based upon mutual yespect, courtesy, and understanding.

b) Rule The current version of the Medico-Legal Guidelines of Notth Carolina as
adopted by the North Carolina Bat Association and the North Carolina Medical Society i3 hereby
incorporated herein by reference.

¢) Conduck Attorneys shall be famitiac with the Medico-Legal Guidelines and observe
the provisions thereof when dealing with physicians.

Rule 34, Discipline of Attorneyvs.

The court hag inherent authority over atforneys to prevent of punish acts prejudicial to the
administration of justice. Inre Burton, 257 N.C. 534(1962). This authority extends {0
misconduct which does not oceut in the context of litigation pending before the disciplining covit.
See Id. at p.544. The North Carolina State Bar’s disciplinary anthority over attorneys was granted
by the North Carolina General Assembly. Chapter 84 of the Gleneral Statutes. The State Bar has
conoutrent authority with the coutt to discipline attorneys for unethical conduet, [nie Burtot,

S19B.133
Rev, May 2001
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121  Sceured Leave, Purspantto Rulé 26 of the Genietal Rules of Practice for the Superfor and’
District Courts, attorneys may designate periods of secure leave. Attotneys appeating in cases pending
wefore the civil Superior Court of Cabarrus County must subrmit their Notice of Secure Leave
(Appendix L) o the Clerk of Superior Court’s office. It is not necessary to provids an.additlonal copy
to the:SRSCT or TCC, and doing so is disfavored. Notices of Secuxe Leave should be sent fo the
following Address:

Clerk of Supetior Cottet
Attny Civil Division
PO Box 70
Coneord, NC 28026

Secured leave designations ate not filed in the court files and should not contain a case number.
The TCC will entet the information into a database used to track pexiods of secure Jeave, Whils this
provision relates o secuted leave periods for lawyers involved in civil supetiorcases, it is alsonot
necessary to provide forms to the SRSCT or TCC related to criminal matters, The Clerk forwatds all
Notices of Secured: Leave filed with hinto the TCC, Of course, notice to the: District Attorney should
be provided ay set forth in Rule 26.of the General Rules of Practice for the Superior and District

Courls.

Policy and procedures described herein are not exclusive, In extraordinary citcumstances, the
time limitattons for notification of designated weeks may be-waived by the Court when attorneys have
been faced with pasticular of unudual situations, Furthermore, attornéys shall be able to make other
requests to be exoused from appeating befors the Cautt for personal and professional reasons.

1.8 Motions to-Withdraw. Motions to withdraw must include a certifivate of service showing
service on the client fiom whom representation ig being withdrawn, The motion also must indicate
whether all parties consent or if any party opposes the motion. The motlon and proposed order must
get Torth the name and address of substitute counsel, of if not krown, the cutzent addresy of the party
frord whom vepresentation is being withdrawn, No action will be taken on-a motion and proposed

order that does not includs this information. If the iotion.fo withdeaw Is granted, the withdrawing
attormey must serve a copy of the signed: order on'the TCC.

12,9~ Guidelines for Resolving Scheduling Conflicts, Rule 3,1 of the General Rules of Practice for
the Superiorand District Courts ghould be followed. Unless necessity requires, it {s unacceptable for
counsel-to point out gonflicts to the Court-without providing the Court smple time to resolve the same.

Rule 3.1(b) requires counsel to “promptly glve written notiee” when the attomey learns of a scheduling
conflict, ) .

12.10 Conferences. The Court welcomes the opportunity to conduct_scheduling‘or'p're-t'rial
conferences when the partles think dotng so would be helpful, To request a conference, elther in court,
i1t chambers, of by telephons, please contact the TCC by emall, The Court also resofves the tight o
request conferences.

i S T




STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA I THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
CABARRUS COUNTY

Attorney Name:

Address:

SECURE LEAVE FORM

Telephone Number:

State Bar Number:
Notice: Sectre Leave
three (3) calendared

shall consist of one of more calendared weeks, but It any even shall not consist of more than
weeks during an calendar year.
Statement of Attorney
{ herehy certify that the sacure leave period deslgnated helow Is not helng designated for the purpose of

delaying, hindering or interfering with the timely disposition of any matter In any pending action ot proceeding.

| further certify that no action or proceeding In which | have entered an appearance has been scheduted,

peremptorlly set or noticed for trial hearing, daposition of other proceeding during the designated leave period,
Designated Secure Leave PDates

notlcing as Secure leave Datas:

Beginning Date!

Indicate the dates you ore

Ending Date:

Indicate any previousty destgnated Secure Leave petiods during the current calendary
designated pursuant to Rule 26 and Rule 34 of the Rules of Appellate procedure,
Beglnning pate(s): Ending Date(s):

ear that have previausly been

This Secure Leave Notification must be filed not later than ninety (90} doys befare the beginning of the secured leave
period and hefore any trial, hearing, deposition or other matter has been regularly scheduled, peremptorily setor
noticed for @ time during the deslgnated secure feqve period. -

Attorney Signature
This form Is required to be filed in each of the following offlces f the attorney has entered an appearance of record

a4 follows: {please check the offices fifed)

ney [Criminal Cases) D Clerk of Superlor Court [All Cases)

NOTICE TO ATT GRNEY: Should any matter be set during yaur Secure lLeave Perlod, you are required 10 serve notlce

on the official calendaring the matter, and the pariies of record to the matter. This Notice shall contaln the

following: (1) A copy__qj this form {2) The case number and name of case set [3) A certificate of service.

Filing o Designation of Secured Leave with the Clerk of superior Court Is deemed sufficlent notice to the Superlor
Court pursvant to Rule 26 of the Supertor Court and District Court Rules. )

Appendix L

T v e
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prejudice. Notice may he in writing via letter, of by placing the case on a civil calendar.

RULE 11: MISCELLANEOUS

114 Unless an attorney's appearance in court for trial has been excused by the irlal judge for
good cause shown in advance and hefshe has given notice to opposing attornay of record

or unrepresented party, sanctions under thesa Rules may be considered.

412 AnOrder shall be due within wenty-one (21) days of the entry of (2) Memorandum of
JudgmentiQrder or (b} of an oral announcement by a District Court Judgs of the terims of
an Order following & hearing. A particular attorney shall either take or b8 given

responsibility for the typewritten Order,

a) Forty-five (45) days after the Initial Memorandum of trial, a delinquent notice will go
to the attorney responsible for the typewritten Order.

b)  Sixty {60) days after the orlginal Memorandum of irial, an Order to Show Cause will
he lssued and setved on the responsible attorney requiring his appearance in Gourt
pefore a District Court Judge fora CriminalfCivii contempt hearing. it the attorney Is

found to be in conternpt for willful failure to complete the Order in the prascribed time
jimit, a fine up to Flve Hundred {$500.00) Doltars may he lmposed upon {hat
attorney.

11.3 Inallcases where an Order is drawn pursuant to & Memorandum of JudgrmentiOrder, @
copy shall be attached for review hy the judge when the Order ls presented for
stgnature.

11.4 Al District Criminal Gourts will begln at 9:00 a.m. and all District Clvil Court wiill begin at
9:30 a.m.

415  All written designations of secure teave for attorneys shall comply with Rule 26 of the

General Rules of Practice for the Superlor and District Courls and shall be filed with the
office of the Chief District Court Judge ninety (90) days in advance of the leave perled.

RULE 12 SANCTIONS

12,1 Failure to comply with any section of these Rules shall subject an action to dismissal atthe

discretion of the presiding judge.

12.2 Sanctions may also include any set out In Rules 37 and 41 of the North Carolina Rules of
Clyil procedure,

Thisthe ___ day of June, 2001.

e

ANNA MILLS WAGONER
CHIEF DISTRICT COURT JUDGE

Disteict 18C District Court Rules page6of
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When a case on any wial calendar has been gettled, all attorneys of record shall
the Trial Court Coordinator for the Sentor Resident Superior Court uc}cge
within 24 hours of the setflement and advise as fo who will be responsible for the
preparation of the judgmentor other necessary closing documents. This judgment
Taust be prepared and Hiled within 30 days of the date £ setflement or the case Wi

be considered for trfal and placed on a future trial calendar by the Trial Court

Coordinator.

RULE 1.9 -~ PRETRIAL CONFERENCES AND ORDERS IN CLVIL

LOCAL

CASES

There ma{; bea pretrial conferenice in every civil case at which time 2 pretrial order
will be submitted to the presiding judge. Upon its own motion or upon the request
of r?fny party, the court may dispense with or lUmit the scope of the pretrial
conference.

0~ P}ELSENCE OF ATTORNEYS AT CIVIL CALENDAR

LOCALRULEL1 z

Attorneys must, consistent with ethical requirements, appeat Of have a patinet,
associate or anothex a’ctornﬁ/ familiay with the case appear for him/her at the call
of the calendar at 10:00 A.M. (9:30 AM. for administrative court), on the first day
of the session and thereafter, as directed by the presiding judge. Unless an
attorney has beent oxcused in advance by the presiding %ﬁfe or his/her designee
and has given prior notice to his/her opponent, a case i’ not be continued due

to the attorney's absence.

LOCAL RULE111~ SECURED LEAVE PERIODS FOR ATTORNEYS
Attorneys must comply with Rule 26 of the General Rules of Practice fox the

Superior and District Courts governing secured leave.

LOCAY, RULE1.12 - NON-JURY TRIAL CASES

Nonjury tal cases ghall be calendared in chronological order following the
motion/add-on motion calendar but are subject to trial at any time durm%lthe
session in the discretion of the presiding éud%e. Nonjury trial cases shall be
calendared for Non-Jury ‘Administrative Clvil Superiox texms of coirt unless
otherwise ordered by the Gentor Resident Superior Coutt Judge.

Aw?]?l/ non-jury case on the trial calenday not reached for trial, during a term of couxt,
il be rescheduled for a future term of court by the Trial Cowtt Coordinator, It
shall be the responsibility of the attorneys and unregresented parties to monitox
t.heilr |:Ilmevsi trial date, A published coust calendar will be the only no ification of the
trial date.
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s any other matter that promotes the ends of justice.

[The factors to be considered by the appropriate Judicial official are set Jorth as
guidelines to ensure consistent, rational decision making while not restricting a judge’s
inherent power to grant requests in the interest of justice.]

RULE 20 — JUDICIAL DISTRICT 20-A SECURED LEAVE POLICY

20,1 The policy and procedures set forth in Rule 26 of the General Rules of Practice
for the Superior and Distriot Courts ate applicable with respect to thess Local Rules, subjectto
the inherent power of the court to reschedule a case pursuant to subsection (1) of Rule 26.

This policy is adopted in recognition of the need for time away from the demands of
professional responsibilities to improve the overall professional performance of the Bar as well
as the quality of life of membets of the profession and their families.

RULE 21 ~ COURTROOM FIREARMS POLICY,

211  In order to eliminate fear and apprehension by jurors, court pexsonnel and the
public; and further, to protect against the aceidental discharge of a fircarm, notice shall be glven
to the presiding judge of any firearm intended fo be brought to the court facility and offered as
evidence or otherwise utilized in courtroom proceedings. Such firearm may be brought into the
court facility only upon the prior approval of the presiding judge, and then, only after screening
by the appropriate law enforcement official(s). Such firearm shall yemain in plain view at all
times while in the courtreomn and shall never be loaded, even by an expext. Such firearm shall
always be equipped with a trigger lock or similar device, and shall never be pointed at anyone at
any time, A firearm and aramunition for same shall not be given fo a witness or jury at the same
time and, once received into evidence, shall be in the care, custody and controf of the couriroom
clerk, subject to such further orders ot directions as the presiding judge may deem approptlate.

RULE 22 — MEDIA COVERAGE

22.1  Electronic media and still photograph coverage of public judicial proceedings
shall be subject to the mandatory provisions of Rule 15 of the General Rules of Practice for the
Superior and District Courts. To the extent that Rule 15 grants authority or discretion to the
presiding judge, the presiding Superior Court J udge shalt have such authority or discretion with

_regpoct to the proceedings over which he/she presides, including, without limitation, the
authority to prohibit or terminate clectronic media and still photography coverage of public
judicial procecdings at any time. No electronic or still photography coverage of publie
judicial proceedings shall be permitted without the priox express approval of the presiding
Superior Court Judge. Representative shall seek such approval well in advance of the
proceedings to avold impromptu “negotiations” between judges and other court officials and
media representatives, and in no event shall such representatives seek prior approval lcas than 24
hours in advance of a scheduled hearing, As provided in rule 15, and to insure that a elear
warning has been issued by the Court, all representatives of the media are hereby notified that
coverage of the following types of Superior Coust judicial proceedings is expressly prohibited:
proceedings held before oletks of coutt, proceedings held before magisttates, proceedings for the
hearing of motions to suppress evidence, proceedings involving trade seorets, and in camera

[16]




Formt# 18

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA N THE GENERALCOURT OF JUSTICE
COUNTY OF STANLY PISTRICT COURT DIVISION

20A JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Attorney Name

~ Secure Leave/CLE Form
Address

Telephone Number: fule 26 — Rula 39A Rules of Appellate Procadure

Slate Bar Number:
Notice: Secute Leava shall consfst of ona of mare caleridarad wesks, hutIn any gvent shall not conslst of mare than Hirae (3) cajendared

cafendar year
e =1 Statement of Attorney z

lerbcenify that tha secure leave perlad esignatad belovt Is not belng deslgnatad for the puposs of delaying, hindering or Interfating )
with the timsly dispositten of any matter in any pending aalion or proceeding.
| further cerify thet no actlon or proceeding inwhich | have entered an appsearance hags been scheduled, Peremptorily setor noticed for tr
hearlng, deposition of other procaeding during the designaled leave perod.
= . ; T Designated Secure Leave Dates e =
Indicate the dates you arg noticing as Secure Leave Dates
: Beginning Date Ending Date

wealca during an

o

Indicate any previcusly deslgnated Secure Leave periods during the current calendar year that have previously been
deslgnated pursyant to Rule 26 and Rule 3A of the Rulas of Appellate Progedurg
Beginning Date

Ending Date

This Sacure Leave Nolification must be #led not lator than ninety {00) days holore ihe beglnning of the secured faave peried and before

any ial hearing r?:‘.;posirlon or other malter has been ragufary scheduled, peremptotily sator noticed for a ime during the designaled
ave parigo.

secina fsave p
Date Atfarnsy Signature

Indicate the dates you are not
Beginning Date

Ending Date

S

e L it
torney has entared an appearance of racord as follows: (Please

his F s required to be filed ln eac '
check the offlces flled.)

) Distrle {7 Pistrlct Gourt Judges Office [] Clerk of Superlor Court

t Attornay
[ Cther: /
T — -

maties he set diming your Seaure Laave Pariod, you are raquinad to semve nokica g the officlal ealandaring tha mallsr, and the parties of
- (1} A copy of Ihis form (2) Tha case nutsber and nema of cass sl (3} A cerlificata of senvice,

HOTICE TO ATTORNEY: Should any
(ecord lo the matter, This Nolice shat conlaln the foiewing:

S
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RULK 19 - JUDICIAL PISTRICT 20-B SECURE LEAVE POLICY,

19.1 The policy and procedures desoribed in Rule 26 of the General Rule of Practice
for the Supetior and District Courts are applicable with respect to these Rules, subject to the
inherent power of the court to re-schedule a case a3 set forth in subsection (1) of the Rule, This
policy is adapted in recognition of the need for time away from the demands of professional
responsibilities to improve the overall professionai performance of the Bar as well as the quality
of tife of members of the profession and their families.

RULE 20 — COURTROOM FIREARMS POLICY

20,1 Inotderto eliminate feat and apprehiension by jutors, court personnel and the
public; and further, to protect against the accidental dischage of a fivearm, notice shall be glven
to the presiding judge of any firearm intended to be brought to the court facility and offered as
evidence or otherwise utilized in couttroom proceedings. Such firearm may be brought into the
Judicial Center only upon the prior approval of the presiding judge, and then, only after
soreening by the appropriate law enforcement official(s). Such firearm shall remain in plain
view at all times while in the courtroom and shall never be loaded, even by an expeit. Such
firearm shall always be equipped with a trigger lock or similar device, and shall never be pointed
at anyone at any time, A fitearm and ammunition fox same shall not be giventoa witness or jury
at the same time and, once received into evidence, shall be in the care, custody and control of the
courtroom eletl, subject to such fugther orders or directions as the presiding judge may deem.
appropriate.

RULE. 21 -MEDIA COVERAGE

21.1 Electronic medta and still photography coverage of public judicial procesdings
shall be subject to the mandatory provisions of Rule 15 of the General Rules of Practice for the
Superior and District Courts. To the extent that Rule 13 grants authority of discretion to the
presiding judge, the presiding Superior Court Judge shall have such authority ot discretion with
respect to the proceedings over which hefshe presides, inchiding, without fimitation, the
authority to prohibit or terminate electronic media and still photography coverage of public
judicial proceedings at any time. No electronie or atill phiotography coverage of public
judicial proceedings shall be pesmitted without the priox express approval of the presiding
Superiox Court Judge. Representatives shall seek such approval well in advance of the
proceedings to avoid imprompty “negotiations” between judges and other court officials and
inedia representatives, and in no event shatl such representatives seck prior apptoval less than 24
hours in advance of a scheduled hearing, As provided in Rule 15, and to insure that a cleat
warning has been jssued by the Court, all representatives of the media are hereby notified that
coverage of the following types of Superior Court judicial proceedings is expressly prohibited:
proceedings held before clerks of court, proceedings held before magistrates, proceedings for the
hearing of motions to suppress evidence, proceedings involying frade secrets, and in camerd
proceedings. As further provided in sald Rule, and to insure that a clear warning has been

1ssued by the Court, all representatives of the media are heteby notified that coverage of the
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18,6

basis as determined by the North Carolina Dispute Resolution Commission (NCDRC), they
request from the genior Resident Superior Coutt Judge of Judicial District 22A to be put on the
appolntment list, Letlers of request shall be mailed to the North Carolina Dispute Resolution
Commission, Post Office Box 24438, Ralelgh, Noxth Carolina 27602, The Comission will then
compile and furnish to the Senior Resident Supetior Court Tudge a list of those cetlified supetior
court mediators fequesting appointment in Judicial District 22A.

Will Caveats (ref. G.3. § 31-33); Cases involving caveats to Wills shall be placed on the next
available motions catendar for parties to be aligned, and motions to be addressed in accordance
with Rule 16 of the North Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure. Caveats will subsequently be
ordered into the mediation process and will not be placed on & trial calendar untll a mediated
settlement conference is conducted or the mattet has been removed from mediation by order of
the Court, Ji shall be the responstbility of the attorney for the caveator(s) to notify the Trial Court
Coordinator of the filing of the case and the names and addresses of alt parties or attorneys o
whom correspondence should be sent,

RULE 19~ OBLIGATIONS OF ATTORNEYS AND PROSE !UB@PRESENTED) PARTIES

15.1

19.2

19.3

194

19.5

19.6

19.7

Tt s expected that all attomeys of record or pro s¢ (unrepresented) parties with cases calendared
for motion o trial will be present at the convening of court for the catendar call and will remain
int the courtroom ot s i mmediate proximity unless excused by the Judge Presiding.

The only legltimate excuses for not being in court when a case Is catendared are those that are of
unexpected ot urgent seed, such as serlous illness, death, or confilcts with other courts.

In the rare event that absernce from court becomes a necessity, attorneys of record and pro se
(unrepresented) pariies must notify the appropriste judicial official to avoid last minute
calendaring issues. Absences in eivil superior court must be teported to the Trial Court
Coordinator, Conflicts with other courts must be resolved in accordance with Rule 3.1,
Guidetines for Resolving Scheduling Conflicts, of the North Cavoline General Rules of Practice.

With the exception of unexpected and urgent emetgencies, attorneys and pro se (unreptesented)
pariies must exercise due diligence in providing weitten nolification to opposing counsel, the
Clerk of all courts, and the appropriate judges in accordance with Rule 3.1, Guidelines for
Resolying Scheduling Conflicts, of the North Carolina General Rules of Praotice,

Attorneys residing outside of Judicial District 22A who accept employment to represent clients in
Judicial District 22A must arrange their schedules to be present when thelr cases are calendared.
Conflicts must be worked out with the Ttial Court Coordinator and the Sentor Resident Superior
Coutt Judge before the case is calendared for trlal and the calendar published.

Blectvonic and telephonic appearances at clvil superior court proceedings by attorneys, patties,
and witnesses are not permitted.

To avold conveying an impression and attitude of partiality, attorneys, witnesses, and other
officers of the court shall not congregete in judges’ chambers or in hallways inmediately outside
of the courtrooms and chambers.

RULE20- DESIGNATION OF SFCURE LEAVE

Distrdct 224
Lovcal Rutes of Practice for Clvil Supedae Court Cases, Rev. 1/15 14




Designations of secure leave must be in accordance with Rule 26 of the General Rutes of Practice for the
Supetior and Distrlet Courts as amended by the Nortl Carolina Supreme Coutt:
(htig:f/www.aoc.state.nc,uslwwwlpubiiclaocfrule26.htm).

20.1

202

20.3

204

Attorneys may designate three weeks each calendar year as securs Jeave during which time they
shatl not be required to appear wefore the Superior Cowt in J udicial District 22A. A secure leave
perlod shall consist of one or more complete calendar weeks beginning on Monday and ending on
Friday.

Each attorney practicing in Judisial District 22A may securs leave either consecutively or at
intervals. Notice must be provided 90 days or more in advance of such vacation petiods, must
inchude Information as noted in Rule 26, and shall not conflict with a telal ov other matter which
has already besn set by a Judge Presiding, Thus, the designation of a secure leave period shall
precede such setting of trals and other matters, and the attomey may be assured that the
designated time shall be available for vacation periods.

Attorneys may designate periods of secure leave by providing a letter 1o the Trial Court

Cuotdinator and the District Attorney designating such weoks, "The Trial Court Coordinator shall.

maintain a record of when such letiers are received and the periads of leave seoured.

The policy and procedures described herein are not exclusive. In exiraordinary circumstances, the
time limitations for notification of designated wecks may be waived by the Court as has been
done in the past when aftorneys have been faced with particular or unusual situations — and
further, attorneys shall be able to tmake other requests to be excused from appearing before a
tibunal for personal and other reasons as has been the custom in the past.

This policy is adopted in recognition of the need for time away from the demands of professional
resporisibilities to improve the overall professional performance of the bar as well as the quality
of life of members of the profession and their farnilies, and this policy ls adopted for that purpose.
It may be modified or amended by the Seniot Resident Supetlor Court Judge by subsequent
modification orders, .

RULE 21~ ADMISSION/ SWEARING IN OF ATTORNEYS

211

21.2

Candidates who successfully pass the North Carolina Bar Exam are eligible to take the oath of
office as an attorney at law, The oath of office must be adiministered in open court by either a
district court judgs or superior court judge. Judicial District 224 requires fhe presentation of the
ticense to practice law In North Carolina or a letter from the North Carolina Boatd of Law
Pxaminers piving notice of adraission to the Norih Catolina State Bar, along with two coples of
the oalh of office form. The sath of office form {s included itk the law licenise mailed from the
Notth Cavolina Board of Law Bxaminess, It may also be downlaaded and printed directly from
the State Bar website and Is listed on the Forms page under the “Membership” heading.

Candidates must contact the Office of the Senior Resident Superior Court Judge ot Chief District
Court Judge to arsange a coremony time. Please note that appropitate coutt attire Is required for
this ceremony. Additionally, althowgh not required by statute, it is the preference of the resident
judges and the responsibility of the <andidate to secure a member of the bar in Judicial District
22A who will provide introduetion of the candidate to the Coutt.

Disteict 224
Local Rules of Practice for Civil Superor Court Cages, Rev. 1/15 15
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23,1 Submission of Form to Coourt: When submitting a Secure Leave for General
Civil Coutt cases, the Secure Leave shall be submitted on Local Form CCE-27. The form shall
be sent to the following address:

Attention: Secure Leave

Claseflow Management Division/TCA
£37 Bast Fourth Streef, Suite 3420
Charlotte, NC 28202

T the Secure Leave form is hand-delivered, the form shail be faken to the above address and
placed in the box matked “Secure Leave.” Only one form is requited—it need not be submitted
to each case coordinator in the Caseflow Management Division ot to the Trial Court
Administrator or the Judges’ Office.

All other clements to Rule 26 of the General Rules of Practice shall be followed by the
submitting party. This rule does 0t apply to cases in the Criminal Cout, before the Clerk of
Supetior Cout, or involving Family Law.

232 Recelpt and Eniry in the Database: The leave form will be stamped as
“Received” by the Caseflow Management Division, The {eave will be entered for each case in
the database that contains the name of the listed attorney.

233 Other Requirements:
(2) The submitting party shall include the original secure leave form and one copy

with a self-addressed, postage-paid envelope if a retun copy is desired.

(b) The secured leave fotm should be submitted no soonet of 10 later than 90
days prior to the secuted leave start date.

(¢) It is the individual attorney's responsibility fo make sure the court calendars
are free of hearing or trial dates during the requested secure leave.

23.4 Religious Holidays: In the diseretion of the presiding judge, efforts shall be
imade to accommodate pattles and counsel in their observance of religious holidays in connection
with the scheduling of cases. '

37




STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA i\ THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

COUNTY OF MECKLENBURG

Attorney Name

Address
SECURE LEAVE FORM

Telephone Number

State Bar Number

Rule 36.- Rule 334 Rules of dppellate Procedure
Nolice: Secure Leave shall consist of one or moré ralendared weeks, bul In any event shall not consist of more thar three (3)
galendared weeks during an eqlendar year.

i ey Statement of Attorney

1 hereby certify that the secure leave peviod designated below is not boing designated for the purpose of

delaying, hindeting or interfering with the timely disposition of any matler in any pending action or

proceeding.

1 further certify that no action or proceeding in which T have entered an appearance has been scheduted,

Peremptorily set or noticed for trial heating, depesition or other proceeding during the designated leave
eriod

Designated Secure Leave Dates

Tndicate the dates you are noticing a3 Secure Leave Dates

Beginnlng Date Ending Date
Monday Until Friday

Indicate any previously designated Scoure Leave periods during the current calendar year that have previous ly
been designated pursuant to Ruls 26 and Rule 3A of the Rules of Appeilate Procedute:

Beginning Date Ending Date

This Secure Leave Notification must be filed not later than ninely (90) days befare the beginning of the secured leave perfod and
before any iial, hearing deposition or other malfer has been regularly scheduled, pereniptorily set or noticed for a time during the
designated secure leave period.

Date

[Attorney Signature

This forn id requlred to be fited in each of the following offices if the attomey has entered an appearance of record as follows:
(please check the offices filed.)

[ District Attorney [Criminal cases] [ TCA- Caseflow Managetment Division [Civil cases]

1 clerkof Superior Court (Special Proceeding/Estate cases] {7} TCA - Famiiy Courl Divector fDomestic/Jivenile cases]

NOTICE TO ATTORNEY! Should any matter be set during your Secuis Ieave Perlod, you are yequiced (o service notice on the offictal
calendaring the matter, and the patties of record to the matter, This Notice shall contain the following: (1) A copy of this form (2) The case
sumber and name of case set (3) A certificate of service.

CCF27 (SECURE LEAVE)
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3.2  Attorney Vacation Policy. The vacation policy of the 28th Judicial District Family Counrt
shall be the same policy as set foxth in N.C.G1.S. §7A-34, Rule 26, This policy was adopted in
recognition of the heightened Jevel of professionalism that an attorney is able to provide
when the atiorney enjoys periods of time that are free from the demands of ptofessional
responsibility as well as to enhance the overall quality of the attorney’s pessonal and family
life.

33  Pyo se Litigants/Contact Information. Although no patty is required fo have an attomey, a
party who i not represented by legal counsel must follow all Court Rules, including these
Local Rules, and is presumed to know and understand them, It is the responsibility of each
pro se litlgant to keep the Family Court Office informed at all times of his or hex current
mailing address, email address, telephone number and fax number, if any, as well as any
changes thereto,

34  Withdrawal of Attorneys. When an attorney files a Motion to Withdraw, he or she shall
provide the complete ast known address of his o her olient in the Order of Withdrawal, An.
attorney who has made an appeatance i1 a case is the attorney of record until such time as the
Couit enters an order allowing withdrawal. :

RULFE 4: CASE FILINGS AND JUDICIAL ASSIGNMENT

41  Commencement of Family Court Domestic Actions. All domestic cases shall be
commenced by filing a Complaint with the Clerk. All initial actions, except for 1V-D and
U.LE.S.A,, shall be accompanied by an AQC Cover Sheet (Porm AOC-CV-750). The Clerk
will assign a case number at the time of the initlal filing and place the number on the
Corplaint and/or Motion and the Sumsmons. All subsequent pleadings and papers filed with
the Clerk shall contain the assigned case number as well as the assigned Judge, if applicable.

42 Form 1. All now domestic cases, except for simple sbsolute divorces, IV-D, and ULFS.A,
shall be accompanted by a Notice of Heaving and Judicial Assignment (Form 1). This form
shall indicate whether there js any, pending or resolyed domestic, domestic violence, or
juvenile case involving the same family members or issues as the case belng filed. Attorneys
filing an action mnust obtain this information from their client and provide it on Form 1,
Fallute to truthfully provide this information may result fn sanctions allowed by law and
deemed appropriate by the Chicf District Court or assigned Judge, A Form 1 shall also
accompany any subsequently filed pleadings which require or request a heating.

43  Judicial Assignment, Allnew Jomestic cases that require a Form 1 as set forth above
¢hall be assigned to a Family Court Fudge by Family Court staffon a rotation basis at the
time of filing, except if there is or has been a prior case involving the same perties with
other family lssues, then those cases shall be assigned to the Judge who was assigned to the
priot case, whenever possible. All subsequent pleadings shall contain the Judge’s name as
well as the assigned case nutber. All subsequent motions, hearings and trials, including ex
parte and emergency matters, shall be scheduled before the assigned Judge whenever
possible,
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LOCAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR THE
SUPERIOR COURT
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 29B
Effective January 1, 2008

Putsuast to the authotity granted to the Senior Resident Superior Coutt Judge by the Notth Catolina General
Statutes and the Notth Gatolima Rules of Civil Procedure and General Rules of Practice (hexeinafter N.C. Rules),
the following Local Rules of Clvil Procedure are hereby established. All those having business in the Supetior
Coutt of Judicial District 29B are tesponsible fot knowledge of and compliance with the N.C. Rules and the Local
Rules. These Rules should be intetpteted to be consistent with all rules promulgated by the Notth Carolina
Supreme Coutt.

RULE 1; GENERAL RUILES

11 Responsibility for carrying out this Case Management Plan is assigned to the Office of the Trial Coutt
Coordinator (TCC). All communications concerning civil mattets should be addressed to the TCC, whose office is
located in the Hendetson County Courthouse. The mailing address s 200 Notth Grove St., Hendersonville, NC
28792, the telephone number is (828) 694-4230, and the facsimile numbet is (B28) 694-4229, E-mail address is
Daphne.P Catland@nccourts.otg.

1.2  For the puspose of these niles, except whete othetwise specified, the tetm “Coutt” shall mean the Senioe
Regident Supetiot Court Judge.

13 Appeatance of Counsel/Withdrawal of Counsel

A. An attorney must file a written Notice of Appearance with the Clerk of Supesior Coutt immediately
aftet agreeing to reptesent a party in a civil matter, and shall setve a copy upon each counsel of recoid,
untepresented patty and the TCC as ptesctibed in the N.C, Rules. The notice shall indicate the name(s) of a specific
attorney(s), not metely the name of 4 law firm, An attoroey who files a suit for plaintiff or who files a timely
answet ot othet tesponsive pleading for a defendant need not file 2 Notice of Appearance. However, if a plaintiff
ot defendant adds ot changes attotneys, new counsel shall file said notice, No tral will be continued if an attorney

does not receive a calendag due to a failure to comply with this rule.

B. Motions to withdtaw as counsel of recotd in civil cases mote than six months old generally will not
be allowed untess (1) opposing counsel consents, jn writing, and (2) the client is in. agreement and has slgned 4
statement to be included with the motion and/ot consent order. In the statement, the client must (1) acknowledge
that he ot she does not object to the attorney’s withdrawaly (2) state that he ox she vndesstands the attorney’s
withdrawal will not be grounds for delaying any hearing, settlement conference ot tdal date; and (3) ptovide his or
het cuttent mailing address. Motions meeting the above exteria shall be sent to the TCC who shall submit them to
the Senior Resident Supertor Coutt Judge for conisidetation in Chambets. Motions not meeting each of the criteria
will be scheduled for a heating at the first available civil session in the Judicial District.

1.4 Secure leave.
A. Rulc 26 of the General Rules of Practice for the Superiot and District Counts Is designed to
guarantee attorneys up to thtee calendar weeks of uninterrupted vacaton, and the requirements of

that Rule will be strictly intetpreted and applied.

B. The provisions of Rule 26 shall be available to prv s litigants as well as attorneys.




District 20B Local Rules —Page 2

C. Because the Scheduling Ordet in Local Rule 3 will establish trial dates as much as a year in advance,
counsel who find themselves in apparent violation of Section D(5) of Rule 26 should notify the TCC
immediately upon learning of conflicts so reasonable accommodations can be made.

1,8  In accord with Rule 12(2)(1) and Rule 6(b) of the N.C. Rules, no attotney, patty appearing pro ss, ox Clerk
of Supesior Coust shall consent to an extension of fime to file answet ot othet responsible pleading beyond the 30
additional days allowed by Rule 6(b) of the Rules of Civil Procedute. Application for extension of time beyond the
first additional 30 days shall he made to the Senlor Resident Supetior Coutt Judge pursuant ta the provisions of
Rule 6(b).

1.6 All sessions of Superior Coutt shall be “mixed” with the priority to be determined by the Senfor Resident
Supetior Coust Judge, Coutt shall convene on the fitst day at 10 a.m., whethet the first day is Monday of a lates day
in the week. Subsequent trial days will begin at 9:30 a.m., unless othetwise ordered by the Presiding Judge.
Calendar call will be held on the Frst dag of the session and will ordinarily be the first otdet of business,

17 Administrative Disposition

The following types of cases ate consideted to not be pending for tedal. Cases in these categoties will be eligible
fot temoval by ordes, without ptejudice, from the st of pending cases:

A. Cases in bankruptcy (unless relief from the stay has been granted);
B, Defendants making payments;

C. Setvice not made and time fox sctvice expired;

D. Cases inactive fot any other reason,

RULE 2 READY CASES

21 A case shall be considered ready to set for trial when one of the following has oceutred:

A. Service on all patties has been perfected and the time fot filing answess has expited with regard o all
parties. '

B. It has been transfetred by, ot appealed from, the Cletk of Superior Coutt.
C. Tt has been temanded fot trial by the Court of Appeals or Supreme Coutt.
D. Itis entitled to a priority hearing by statute,

2.2 Counscl for the appellant shall notify the 'TCC, in writing, of the teansfer, appeal, remand ot priority
status of any case described in Local Rules 2.1(B), 2,1(C) ot 2.1(D). Said rotification shall include all names and
addresses of affected patties ot othet counsel.

2.3 Upon the filing of a caveat to a will, the Clesk of Supetiot Coutt shall contact the TCC to determine the
next available date for the patties to appear in Court and align themselves. Notice of the proceeding shall be issued
to all devisees, legatees and others as provided in G.3. 31-33. Upon the conclusion of the proceeding to align
partics, the TCC shall fssue a Scheduling Order as desciibed in Rule 3.
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Rule 28, Secure Leave Policy

28.1 Designation of Secure Leave; Rach attorney is entitled to designate three wecks
during each caleudar year as securs leave duting which time no matter requiring
that attorney’s appearance shafl be calendared for hearlng in any court in this
Nisirict and the attorney shall not otherwise be required to appear before any
tribunal of this District, The weeks designated may be consecutive,

282 Time to Designate; A secured leave period shatl be designated 90 calendar days or
more In advance, Attorneys shall 1ot be entitled to designate a period subsequent to
a frial or other matter having already been set by a Court,

28.3 Methed of Deslgnation; Designation shall be made by the attorney by filing a letter
in the offices of the Sentor Resident Superior Court Judge in each county in which
the attorney has pending matters and the Chief District Courf Judge if they practice
in the respective division and depending upon “division” pendency of the case(s).
referenced in the letler. Any pending civil case should be referenced. The attomoys
shall retain a copy of the letter which may be provided to the Court and opposing
counse! as needed,

28.4 This policy ig not exclusive: For extraordinary circumstances, the Court may
designate other or additional weeks of vacation when an attorney Is faced with a
particular or unusual situation of for other reasons as has been the custom in this
District.

Rule 29. Court Reporter

29.1 In every instance It will be up to the attorniey to request that the Court Reporter
record any opening or closing statements. Absent the request by attorneys opening
and closing statements shall not be recorded,

292 The Court Reporter will niot record motions unless the attomey requests, in writing,
recordation of motions and the wrltten request Is provided to the Court Reposter
prior to the commencement of the hearing, (30B Local Civil Form 6).

Rule 30, Malling Address

30,1 Mailing Addresses: The Judiclal Assistant (JA) is Erin R. Morrison. Requests for
the setting of motions for hearlng, cases for iial, and inquiries concerning theses
rules shall be addressed as follows:

Superior Court Judges' Office
Judicial Assistant
285 W. Main Street, Suite 3300
Waynesville, NC 28786
Tel, (828) 454-6512
Fax (828) 454-6490
Email Brin.R.Morrisen@ncceourts.org
District 308 Local Ciuvil Rules
Effective January 1, 2013
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